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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

RECEIVED 

In re application of: WILENS MAY 1 2 2004 

Serial No.: 09/997,018 Group No.: 2171 Technology Center 2100 

Filed: November 20, 2001 Examiner: Haythim J. Alaubaidi 

For: METHOD FOR GROUPING COMPUTER SUBSCRIBERS BY COMMON 

PREFERENCES TO ESTABLISH NON-INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS 

SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop NON-FEE AMENDMENT 
Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed January 2, 2004, please consider the remarks 
made in this supplemental amendment as follows: 
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Remarks : 

Applicant hereby provides these remarks as a supplement to the Amendment, which was 
dated and mailed May 3, 2004. 

Applicant respectfully notes that Olivier discloses a method whereby potential members 
are matched to the founding group based on the founding group's agreed-upon criteria. 
Furthermore, the founding group is matched against each new potential member using either a 
one-way or two-way method whereby similarity is only between the agreed-upon founding group 
criteria and each new potential member. Since the criteria of new members are not matched 
against each other, it is conceivable that while new members match the founding group, they 
may not match each other. For example, should the founding criteria specify an age range of 20 
to 70 years of age, it is possible that two new members could be matched into that group even 
though each is of substantially different age and each has specified in their profiles that they 
desire people of similar age. Furthermore, founding group members are themselves not required 
to match their agreed-upon criteria. Applicant's subject application is different from the Olivier 
method in that it uses multi-way matching. First, in creating an initial group, Applicant's method 
provides a multi-way criterion whereby all members in a group must be similar to each other to 
be included in that group. Once the group is formed, should the group desire to add new 
members to the group, multi-way matching is still employed whereby the new members must 
match both the criteria of each current group member and the criteria of all other new members 
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added to the group. This assures that the group will have greater commonality with all of the 
members of the group as compared to the founding group having commonality with individual 
new members. Therefore, Applicant has amended the claims to specify that all of the 
subscribers' profiles in the group must be similar to each other. 

In light of the comments herein, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 
reconsider and withdraw the rejections to claims 1-11 of the subject application. 

If the Examiner has any questions regarding this submitted Amendment, Applicant's 
Attorney invites the Examiner to contact Applicant's Attorney at (734) 662-0270 or by electronic 
mail at tlmyb@aol.com. 

Respectfully Submitted, 



DATED: May 7, 2004 
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